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1994 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 19942 Apr-Jun 1994 Jul-Sep 1994 Oct-Dec 1994 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated                     
Diploma   1,336 94.3% 3,940 92.9% 496 87.3% 5,772 92.7%

Baccalaureate Degree   8,001 92.5% 13,675 86.6% 1,582 76.1% 23,258 87.9%
Associate Degree   16,467 94.0% 26,902 90.8% 3,539 83.3% 46,908 91.4%

Invalid or Special Program Codes   58 77.6% 158 77.8% 64 68.8% 280 75.7%

Total First Time, US Educated 25,862 93.5% 44,675 89.7% 5,681 81.5% 76,218 90.3%
            
Repeat, US Educated   2,324 59.2% 2,627 55.5% 4,649 60.4% 9,600 58.8%

First Time, Foreign Educated   951 77.8% 2,724 66.6% 2,817 60.8% 6,492 65.7%

Repeat, Foreign Educated   950 55.6% 2,707 37.6% 2,395 30.3% 6,052 37.6%

All Candidates 30,087 89.1% 52,733 84.1% 15,542 63.5% 98,362 82.4%

 
 

PN3 Jan-Mar 19942 Apr-Jun 1994 Jul-Sep 1994 Oct-Dec 1994 Total 
Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated   15,193 90.8% 19,195 91.4% 12,435 88.0% 46,823 90.3%

Repeat, US Educated   2,792 51.4% 1,686 47.3% 1,773 47.5% 6,251 49.2%

First Time, Foreign Educated   497 62.4% 606 52.6% 591 49.1% 1,694 54.3%

Repeat, Foreign Educated   517 48.0% 738 38.8% 688 27.8% 1,943 37.3%

All Candidates 18,999 83.1% 22,225 85.3% 15,487 79.2% 56,711 82.9%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.4766 logits 
% - percent of candidate passing exam 2 No data available; Implementation of Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) April 1, 1994 
 3 The PN passing standard was –0.56 logits 
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1995 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 1995 Apr-Jun 1995 Jul-Sep 1995 Oct-Dec 19952 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 1,677 89.9% 1,938 94.9% 3,345 93.7% 375 85.1% 7,335 92.7%
Baccalaureate Degree 5,719 90.0% 10,616 92.0% 13,147 87.2% 1,713 75.5% 31,195 88.7%

Associate Degree 10,685 91.4% 20,068 93.5% 23,732 90.3% 3,423 79.9% 57,908 91.0%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 51 72.5% 47 87.2% 45 71.1% 29 37.9% 172 70.3%

Total First Time, US Educated 18,132 90.7% 32,669 93.1% 40,269 89.6% 5,540 78.7% 96,610 90.4%
            
Repeat, US Educated 2,922 53.3% 2,954 57.3% 2,819 56.0% 4,465 52.0% 13,160 54.3%

First Time, Foreign Educated 2,577 63.0% 2,672 63.7% 3,108 69.0% 2,711 55.3% 11,068 63.0%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,142 28.2% 2,534 31.4% 2,485 32.4% 2,352 20.0% 9,513 28.1%

All Candidates 25,773 78.5% 40,829 84.7% 48,681 83.4% 15,068 57.4% 130,351 79.9%
 
 

PN3 Jan-Mar 1995 Apr-Jun 1995 Jul-Sep 1995 Oct-Dec 1995 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated 8,711 89.0% 9,037 90.8% 19,074 92.3% 10,862 89.7% 47,684 90.8%

Repeat, US Educated 1,853 48.1% 1,697 47.3% 1,545 45.5% 1,451 49.6% 6,546 47.6%

First Time, Foreign Educated 521 49.7% 511 54.2% 510 57.5% 456 55.3% 1,998 54.1%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 670 19.7% 569 26.9% 590 30.7% 626 31.8% 2,455 27.1%

All Candidates 11,755 76.9% 11,814 79.9% 21,719 86.5% 13,395 81.5% 58,683 82.1%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.4766 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 Beginning October 1995, the RN passing standard changed from –0.4766 to –0.42 logits 
 3 The PN passing standard was –0.56 logits 
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1996 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 1996 Apr-Jun 1996 Jul-Sep 1996 Oct-Dec 1996 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 1,503 89.4% 1,486 94.1% 3,014 91.5% 343 83.7% 6,346 91.2%
Baccalaureate Degree 6,319 87.6% 9,906 89.9% 14,166 84.1% 1,887 72.5% 32,278 85.9%

Associate Degree 10,322 89.0% 17,634 91.3% 23,960 88.4% 3,638 79.0% 55,554 88.9%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 24 50.0% 20 60.0% 76 72.4% 28 50.0% 148 62.8%

Total First Time, US Educated 18,168 88.5% 29,046 91.0% 41,216 87.2% 5,896 77.1% 94,326 88.0%
            
Repeat, US Educated 3,144 47.8% 3,660 52.3% 3,375 54.3% 5,736 53.9% 15,915 52.4%

First Time, Foreign Educated 2,195 56.7% 1,917 52.3% 2,010 52.8% 1,864 49.6% 7,986 53.0%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,347 23.9% 2,340 25.3% 2,438 24.1% 2,166 15.7% 9,291 22.4%

All Candidates 25,854 75.0% 36,963 81.0% 49,039 80.4% 15,662 56.8% 127,518 76.6%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 1996 Apr-Jun 1996 Jul-Sep 1996 Oct-Dec 19963 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated 8,398 91.4% 8,907 89.5% 17,317 92.2% 10,320 88.1% 44,942 90.6%

Repeat, US Educated 1,620 51.2% 1,495 46.0% 1,360 44.7% 1,350 45.3% 5,825 47.0%

First Time, Foreign Educated 387 59.9% 445 52.4% 396 53.5% 387 53.7% 1,615 54.8%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 462 26.6% 472 24.6% 481 25.8% 448 21.7% 1,863 24.7%

All Candidates 10,867 81.5% 11,319 79.6% 19,554 86.5% 12,505 80.1% 54,245 82.6%

 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.42 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 The PN passing standard was –0.56 logits 
 3 Beginning October 1996, the PN passing standard changed from –0.56 to –0.51 logits 
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1997 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 1997 Apr-Jun 1997 Jul-Sep 1997 Oct-Dec 1997 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated                     
Diploma 1,358 89.6% 1,094 93.9% 2,476 91.5% 312 82.7% 5,240 91.0%

Baccalaureate Degree 6,244 87.5% 8,467 89.7% 15,256 86.3% 1,861 74.5% 31,828 86.7%
Associate Degree 9,858 87.2% 14,191 91.0% 24,694 88.0% 3,653 80.1% 52,396 88.1%

Invalid or Special Program Codes 54 72.2% 36 50.0% 43 58.1% 22 72.7% 155 63.2%

Total First Time, US Educated 17,514 87.4% 23,788 90.6% 42,469 87.6% 5,848 78.4% 89,619 87.7%
            
Repeat, US Educated 3,790 48.3% 4,205 54.5% 3,597 51.6% 5,743 56.9% 17,335 53.3%

First Time, Foreign Educated 1,580 48.4% 1,693 49.2% 1,670 52.4% 1,631 48.6% 6,574 49.7%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 1,992 17.4% 2,214 24.8% 2,189 21.7% 2,012 18.8% 8,407 20.8%

All Candidates 24,876 73.4% 31,900 79.1% 49,925 80.9% 15,234 59.2% 121,935 76.2%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 1997 Apr-Jun 1997 Jul-Sep 1997 Oct-Dec 1997 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated 8,829 90.1% 8,283 87.9% 16,437 90.1% 9,802 85.5% 43,351 88.6%

Repeat, US Educated 1,514 44.3% 1,583 41.3% 1,426 42.4% 1,559 45.8% 6,082 43.5%

First Time, Foreign Educated 384 51.0% 407 50.6% 390 47.2% 391 47.3% 1,572 49.0%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 380 24.5% 436 25.2% 436 25.5% 405 24.2% 1,657 24.9%

All Candidates 11,107 80.3% 10,709 77.1% 18,689 84.1% 12,157 77.1% 52,662 80.2%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.42 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 The PN passing standard was –0.51 logits 
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1998 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1  Jan-Mar 1998 Apr-Jun 19982 Jul-Sep 1998 Oct-Dec 1998 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 1,077 90.2% 816 90.1% 1,866 87.2% 219 72.1% 3,978 87.8%
Baccalaureate Degree 6,336 88.1% 7,860 88.4% 14,247 82.6% 1,699 71.5% 30,142 84.6%

Associate Degree 9,778 88.2% 13,794 87.8% 22,236 83.6% 3,237 73.9% 49,045 85.0%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 15 66.7% 19 42.1% 18 66.7% 22 54.5% 74 56.8%

Total First Time, US Educated 17,206 88.2% 22,489 88.0% 38,367 83.4% 5,177 72.9% 83,239 85.0%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,271 50.6% 3,768 40.7% 3,764 44.3% 7,099 52.1% 18,902 47.9%

First Time, Foreign Educated 1,580 49.2% 1,441 40.7% 1,497 44.6% 1,527 44.9% 6,045 44.9%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,202 19.8% 2,091 10.9% 2,087 14.2% 2,144 17.4% 8,524 15.6%

All Candidates 25,259 73.5% 29,789 74.3% 45,715 75.7% 15,947 53.5% 116,710 71.8%
 
 

PN3 Jan-Mar 1998 Apr-Jun 1998 Jul-Sep 1998 Oct-Dec 1998 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated 8,022 86.4% 7,451 86.8% 15,282 89.0% 9,440 85.4% 40,195 87.2%

Repeat, US Educated 1,794 44.7% 1,773 42.9% 1,593 41.9% 1,787 44.2% 6,947 43.5%

First Time, Foreign Educated 345 44.3% 337 48.1% 346 49.7% 378 49.2% 1,406 47.9%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 420 18.6% 420 26.0% 439 24.4% 409 22.7% 1,688 22.9%

All Candidates 10,581 75.3% 9,981 75.1% 17,660 82.3% 12,014 76.0% 50,236 77.9%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.42 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 Beginning April 1998, the RN passing standard changed from –0.42 to –0.35 logits 
 3 The PN passing standard was –0.51 logits 
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1999 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 1999 Apr-Jun 1999 Jul-Sep 1999 Oct-Dec 1999 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 864 85.0% 575 91.3% 1,448 85.1% 274 75.5% 3,161 85.4%
Baccalaureate Degree 5,861 85.7% 6,410 89.1% 14,180 84.1% 1,656 70.7% 28,107 84.8%

Associate Degree 8,687 83.9% 11,288 87.7% 22,196 84.9% 3,084 75.2% 45,255 84.7%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 17 58.8% 22 54.5% 24 66.7% 21 47.6% 84 57.1%

Total First Time, US Educated 15,429 84.6% 18,295 88.3% 37,848 84.6% 5,035 73.6% 76,607 84.8%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,799 46.4% 4,851 51.9% 4,231 50.1% 6,850 52.6% 20,731 50.5%

First Time, Foreign Educated 1,372 43.7% 1,535 49.1% 1,686 51.2% 1,788 46.1% 6,381 47.7%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,144 16.6% 2,321 19.4% 2,421 19.0% 2,589 15.0% 9,475 17.5%

All Candidates 23,744 68.4% 27,002 73.6% 46,186 76.8% 16,262 52.4% 113,194 70.8%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 1999 Apr-Jun 19993 Jul-Sep 1999 Oct-Dec 1999 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated 7,475 86.8% 6,203 84.9% 14,819 88.1% 8,968 83.6% 37,465 86.3%

Repeat, US Educated 1,902 46.3% 1,812 42.1% 1,755 42.1% 1,909 39.2% 7,378 42.4%

First Time, Foreign Educated 301 51.5% 360 48.1% 361 44.3% 335 45.4% 1,357 47.2%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 391 20.5% 386 19.2% 514 17.7% 488 21.7% 1,779 19.7%

All Candidates 10,069 75.5% 8,761 71.6% 17,449 80.5% 11,700 72.7% 47,979 75.9%

 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.35 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 The PN passing standard was –0.51 logits 
 3 Beginning April 1999, the PN passing standard changed from –0.51 to –0.47 logits 
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2000 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 2000 Apr-Jun 2000 Jul-Sep 2000 Oct-Dec 2000 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated                     
Diploma 640 82.3% 455 84.0% 1,301 85.1% 283 77.0% 2,679 83.4%

Baccalaureate Degree 5,332 85.9% 5,331 86.9% 13,796 83.2% 1,589 72.7% 26,048 83.9%
Associate Degree 8,260 83.9% 9,838 86.2% 21,544 84.0% 3,023 74.4% 42,665 83.8%

Invalid or Special Program Codes 28 50.0% 13 46.2% 31 61.3% 11 54.5% 83 54.2%

Total First Time, US Educated 14,260 84.5% 15,637 86.4% 36,672 83.8% 4,906 73.9% 71,475 83.8%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,479 48.1% 4,623 45.7% 4,121 46.0% 6,722 52.1% 19,945 48.5%

First Time, Foreign Educated 1,762 50.7% 1,815 46.7% 1,982 47.2% 1,947 43.1% 7,506 46.9%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,231 18.5% 2,470 17.3% 2,455 19.2% 2,620 15.3% 9,776 17.5%

All Candidates 22,732 68.2% 24,545 68.8% 45,230 75.2% 16,195 51.7% 108,702 68.8%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 2000 Apr-Jun 2000 Jul-Sep 2000 Oct-Dec 2000 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated 7,068 84.0% 6,148 82.7% 13,864 87.6% 8,586 83.3% 35,666 85.0%

Repeat, US Educated 1,934 43.5% 2,022 40.7% 1,848 39.7% 1,908 42.6% 7,712 41.6%

First Time, Foreign Educated 331 44.1% 342 47.1% 313 44.7% 300 43.3% 1,286 44.9%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 410 23.9% 395 19.0% 448 17.4% 434 19.8% 1,687 20.0%

All Candidates 9,743 72.1% 8,907 69.0% 16,473 79.5% 11,228 72.9% 46,351 74.3%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.35 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam  2 The PN passing standard was –0.47 logits 
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2001 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 2001 Apr-Jun 2001 Jul-Sep 2001 Oct-Dec 2001 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated                     
Diploma 544 85.3% 337 87.8% 1,163 87.6% 266 79.7% 2,310 86.2%

Baccalaureate Degree 5,065 86.7% 4,841 88.3% 13,327 85.9% 1,599 75.4% 24,832 85.9%
Associate Degree 7,991 83.7% 8,950 88.1% 21,401 86.3% 3,225 75.0% 41,567 85.3%

Invalid or Special Program Codes 11 54.5% 12 58.3% 21 85.7% 6 66.7% 50 70.0%

Total First Time, US Educated 13,611 84.8% 14,140 88.1% 35,912 86.2% 5,096 75.4% 68,759 85.5%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,820 47.3% 4,647 49.5% 4,111 49.4% 5,966 53.2% 19,544 50.0%

First Time, Foreign Educated 1,946 44.4% 2,030 46.4% 2,140 49.6% 2,497 55.7% 8,613 49.4%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,622 19.0% 2,767 20.6% 3,072 22.9% 3,101 21.3% 11,562 21.0%

All Candidates 22,999 66.0% 23,584 69.0% 45,235 76.8% 16,660 54.4% 108,478 69.4%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 2001 Apr-Jun 2001 Jul-Sep 2001 Oct-Dec 2001 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 

First Time, US Educated 7,077 85.6% 5,989 85.2% 12,934 88.8% 8,649 84.4% 34,649 86.4%

Repeat, US Educated 2,132 47.0% 2,036 44.6% 1,994 42.1% 1,852 41.3% 8,014 43.8%

First Time, Foreign Educated 341 46.3% 326 46.6% 347 54.8% 349 49.3% 1,363 49.3%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 396 21.2% 443 25.3% 494 21.7% 466 26.2% 1,799 23.6%

All Candidates 9,946 73.4% 8,794 71.4% 15,769 80.0% 11,316 73.9% 45,825 75.4%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.35 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam 2 The PN passing standard was –0.47 logits 
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2002 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 2002 Apr-Jun 2002 Jul-Sep 2002 Oct-Dec 2002 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 551 85.3% 336 87.2% 1,336 86.8% 201 84.6% 2,424 86.3%
Baccalaureate Degree 4,906 87.6% 4,104 88.6% 15,411 86.7% 1,385 77.7% 25,806 86.7%

Associate Degree 7,692 86.3% 8,542 88.8% 23,408 86.9% 2,668 78.5% 42,310 86.7%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 9 55.6% 8 62.5% 16 93.8% 31 74.2% 64 75.0%

Total First Time, US Educated 13,158 86.7% 12,990 88.7% 40,171 86.8% 4,285 78.5% 70,604 86.7%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,137 48.9% 4,059 49.9% 3,965 49.5% 5,430 56.9% 17,591 51.8%

First Time, Foreign Educated 2,549 54.9% 2,153 55.4% 4,276 53.2% 2,745 59.2% 12,723 55.4%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 2,801 23.0% 3,123 25.4% 4,182 24.8% 2,435 23.5% 12,541 24.3%

All Candidates 22,645 68.3% 22,325 69.0% 52,594 76.4% 14,895 58.1% 113,459 70.8%
 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 2002 Apr-Jun 2002 Jul-Sep 2002 Oct-Dec 2002 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated 6,990 84.3% 6,385 84.9% 15,564 87.9% 8,978 86.7% 37,917 86.5%

Repeat, US Educated 2,023 44.6% 2,059 42.7% 2,196 42.9% 1,778 46.1% 8,056 44.0%

First Time, Foreign Educated 415 53.7% 430 59.5% 530 47.7% 430 54.2% 1,805 53.5%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 440 27.5% 422 23.2% 542 27.1% 377 26.8% 1,781 26.2%

All Candidates 9,868 72.4% 9,296 71.6% 18,832 79.8% 11,563 77.3% 49,559 76.2%

 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.35 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam  2 The PN passing standard was –0.47 logits 
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2003 
Number of Candidates Taking NCLEX Examination and Percent Passing, by Type of Candidate 
 
 

RN1 Jan-Mar 2003 Apr-Jun 2003 Jul-Sep 2003 Oct-Dec 2003 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated                     

Diploma 591 90.0% 466 93.8% 1,276 89.7% 232 81.9% 2,565 89.8%
Baccalaureate Degree 5,277 87.0% 6,425 90.4% 13,141 86.2% 1,787 79.1% 26,630 86.9%

Associate Degree 9,010 87.1% 13,283 90.0% 21,832 86.5% 3,298 77.5% 47,423 87.0%
Invalid or Special Program Codes 24 58.3% 29 62.1% 35 74.3% 21 71.4% 109 67.0%

Total First Time, US Educated 14,902 87.1% 20,203 90.1% 36,284 86.5% 5,338 78.2% 76,727 87.0%
            
Repeat, US Educated 4,030 50.4% 3,933 51.7% 3,686 50.5% 5,790 54.1% 17,439 51.9%

First Time, Foreign Educated 3,837 56.4% 3,908 57.1% 4,268 57.7% 4,477 53.8% 16,490 56.2%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 3,316 25.2% 3,395 26.2% 3,648 27.0% 3,725 24.1% 14,084 25.6%

All Candidates 26,085 69.1% 31,439 74.3% 47,886 76.6% 19,330 54.9% 124,740 71.1%

 
 

PN2 Jan-Mar 2003 Apr-Jun 2003 Jul-Sep 2003 Oct-Dec 2003 Total 

Type of Candidate # % # % # % # % # % 
First Time, US Educated 8,904 86.9% 7,497 86.2% 17,759 90.7% 9,920 86.5% 44,080 88.2%

Repeat, US Educated 2,221 46.8% 2,151 45.8% 1,991 44.4% 2,051 45.6% 8,414 45.7%

First Time, Foreign Educated 549 55.0% 521 53.9% 566 50.9% 562 51.6% 2,198 52.8%

Repeat, Foreign Educated 445 33.3% 477 27.7% 482 29.7% 485 27.4% 1,889 29.4%

All Candidates 12,119 76.1% 10,646 73.8% 20,798 83.8% 13,018 76.3% 56,581 78.5%
 

                                                      
 
# - number of candidates who took exam 1 The RN passing standard was –0.35 logits 
% - percent of candidates passing exam  2 The PN passing standard was –0.47 logits 
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