


Nursing Licensure and the 1918 
Influenza Pandemic: Lessons 
Learned

Cindy Connolly, PhD RN
Rosemarie B. Greco Term Professor
University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing



Robert A Heinlein

A generation which ignores history has no past and no 
future……   



Historical Case Study
• In what ways did the 1918 influenza 

pandemic influence issues surrounding 
nurse licensure and registration in 
Pennsylvania? 

• What lessons can we learn?



Practice Acts-A History

William Osler at Work, Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, National 
Library of Medicine

Visiting Nurse Society, Barbara Bates Center
 for the Study of the History of Nursing



Barbara Bates Center for the Study of the History of Nursing



Philadelphia Liberty Loan Parade, 
September 28, 1918

US Naval History and
Heritage Command



Philadelphia Visiting Nurse Society, Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
The History of Nursing



History Medical Library, College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia



Philadelphia, October 1918

Philadelphia Visiting Nurse Society
Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
The History of Nursing



Digging Mass Graves in 
Philadelphia, Fall 1918

History Medical Library, College of Physicians of Philadelphia



Philadelphia Visiting Nurse Society, Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
The History of Nursing



Philadelphia Visiting Nurse Society, Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
The History of Nursing



Philadelphia Visiting Nurse Society, Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
The History of Nursing



Courtesy of the National Museum of Health Otis 
Historical Archives via the Center for Disease Control.

    National Museum of Health and Medicine



Lessons Learned
• NCSBN and COVID-19
– Focus Broadly on Societal Issues
– Generate and Use Data
– Cultivate and Nurture a Political Voice



Studying Your Own State…
• Barbara Bates Center for the Study of the History of Nursing 

https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/history/ 
• University of Michigan, 1918 Influenza Digital Archive 

http://chm.med.umich.edu/research/1918-influenza-digital-archive/ 
• Local Newspapers
• AJN, Trained Nurse, PHN
• Local and State Historical Societies
• State Archives
• Medical Society Journals
• University Library Search Engines (ie Jstor, Hathitrust, History of 

Science, Technology and Medicine database, 

https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/history/
http://chm.med.umich.edu/research/1918-influenza-digital-archive/


   Thank You!


