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Article Il (c):

Each party state shall require the following for an applicant to obtain or
retain a multistate license in the home state:
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Article Il (c):
1. Meets the home state’s qualifications for licensure or renewal of
licensure, as well as, all other applicable state laws;

2024 NLC Legal Conference Series | July 25, 2024



Article Il (c):
2. i. Has graduated or is eligible to graduate from a licensing board-
approved RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education program; or
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Article Il (c):

2 ii. Has graduated from a foreign RN or LPN/VN prelicensure education program that
(a) has been approved by the authorized accrediting body in the applicable country and

(b) has been verified by an independent credentials review agency to be comparable to a licensing
board-approved prelicensure education program;
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Article Il (c):

3. Has, if a graduate of a foreign prelicensure education program not taught in
English or if English is not the individual’s native language, successfully passed an
English proficiency examination that includes the components of reading, speaking,
writing and listening;
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Article lll (c):
4. Has successfully passed an NCLEX-RN® or NCLEX-PN® Examination or
recognized predecessor, as applicable;

Key Points and Considerations:

* “Recognized predecessor” pertains to the state board test pool exam (SBTPE).
* The Canadian CNAT and CRNE is not acceptable.

* The Puerto Rican exam is not acceptable.
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Article lll (c):
5. Is eligible for or holds an active, unencumbered license;

Key Points and Considerations:

An active license in another state is not required for an MSL if the applicant is “eligible” in all
other areas. This does not mean that party states cannot require an active license; however,
when faced with an applicant who has changed PSOR and whose MSL in the former PSOR
expired in recent past, the state may issue the MSL based on the applicant being “eligible” in all

areas other than holding an active license. Keep in mind that the former PSOR in this example
cannot renew the MSL.

The applicant cannot be encumbered in any state (compact or noncompact). An encumbrance in
any state is a disqualifier to an MSL.
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Article Il (c):
6. Has submitted, in connection with an application for initial licensure or licensure by
endorsement, fingerprints or other biometric data for the purpose of obtaining

criminal history record information from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
agency responsible for retaining that state’s criminal records;
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Article Il (c):

7. Has not been convicted or found guilty, or has entered into an agreed
disposition, of a felony offense under applicable state or federal criminal
law;
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Article Il (c):

8. Has not been convicted or found guilty, or has entered into an agreed disposition,
of a misdemeanor offense related to the practice of nursing as determined on a case-
by-case basis;

NLC Policy 5.1 Misdemeanors Related to the Practice of Nursing
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https://www.ncsbn.org/private-files/policy_manual.pdf

Article lll (c):
9. Is not currently enrolled in an alternative program;

Key Points and Considerations:

* An applicant cannot be a current participant in an ATD Program.

e Participation in an ATD program is a disqualifier to an MSL.

* Upon receipt of an application, query Nursys to determine if the ATD
Participation indicator (flag) is turned on.
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Article lll (c):
10. Is subject to self-disclosure requirements regarding current
participation in an alternative program; and

Key Points and Considerations:

* All applications must include a self-disclosure question asking, “Are you a
current participant in an ATD program in any state?”

e Participation in an ATD program is a disqualifier to an MSL.
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Article lll (c):
11. Has a valid United States Social Security number.

Key Points and Considerations:

* Infrequently, an applicant may present with an SSN card which indicates that
the SSN number is “valid for work authorization purposes only.”

e The NLC does not address such alternate forms of SSNs.

* Whether or not you accept such an SSN card with an MSL application is at the
discretion of the BON.
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