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Aim

To understand the degree to which prelicensure 
practical/vocational nursing (LPN/VN) programs in the 
U.S. shifted to virtual clinical simulation due to clinical 
site restrictions during the early stages of the pandemic. 



• A Qualtrics-based survey 
instrument was developed 
to ask administrators about 
their plans to use virtual 
clinical simulation during the 
fall 2020 term and compare 
their approach to the 
previous fall (2019) term.
• 1,133 deans and directors

each representing all active 
LPN/LVN prelicensure 
programs were sent the 
survey in September 2020.
• 266 nursing programs 

participated in the 
curriculum survey, yielding a 
23.5% response rate



Clinical site 
scarcity/ 

restrictions are 
linked to nursing 
programs’ rapid 

adoption of 
virtual clinical 

simulation. 

More evidence is 
necessary to 
evaluate the 

effectiveness and 
practice 

implications of 
these short-term 

strategies
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Aim
Examine the degree to 
which prelicensure RN 
nursing programs 
planned to substitute 
their clinical instruction 
with simulation during 
the pandemic.
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Data on pre-pandemic 
simulation regulations within 
the United States and select 
territories was collected and 
compared to updated 
pandemic-related guidance 
and direct communications 
to nursing programs 
between March and June 
2020.
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A Qualtrics-based survey instrument was 
developed to ask administrators about their 
plans to use planned use of simulation 
during the fall 2020 term and compare their 
approach to the previous fall (2019) term.
1,604 deans and directors each representing 
all active RN prelicensure programs (with 
valid emails) were sent the survey in July 
2020.
526 prelicensure RN programs participated 
in the survey measuring pre-pandemic, and 
pandemic simulation usage, yielding a 32.8% 
response rate.



28 of U.S. nursing regulatory 
bodies issued emergency 
orders or guidance to allow 
for the expanded use of 
simulation-based education
• 14 adopted a flexible 

approach
• 9 temporarily waived 

simulation-related 
restrictions



Most programs increased their 
use of simulation-based 
education, with the most 
pronounced changes occurring 
in jurisdictions in which 
emergency orders modified or 
waived existing clinical 
substitution thresholds.



Nursing regulatory bodies’ rapid communication, and 
guidance on the proportion of clinical courses completed 
in simulation were  instrumental in supporting 
prelicensure nursing programs ability to deliver their 
instructional content during the pandemic. 
Proactive guidance from regulatory bodies may be an 
effective tool in managing future health crises

In Summary:



Questions?


